
PAUL KUSEL-BAUM 
(1974-1983) 
Treble/ Counter-Tenor/  
Piano/ Flute 
Colchester, Essex

While at school, Paul performed at 
the Royal Opera House before studying 
at Trinity College of Music under James 
Gaddarn. He sang as a soloist at Cadogan Hall, 
Southwark Cathedral, and performed Handel’s 
Messiah at The Queen Elizabeth Hall for over 15 
years. He made his international opera debut 
with Midsummer Opera in Luxembourg and sang 
in the Chapel Royal Choir at Hampton Court 
for 3 years. He founded theatre school F.A.M.E. 
(Fun And Musical Expression) to give students 
access to the performing arts regardless of 
ability or background. The school has won two 
national awards, and several alumni now work 
professionally in the world of theatre.

‘My parents would never 
have been able to afford 
to give me the opportunity 
the Academy did. Being 
part of a community of like-
minded students who just 
wanted to live and breathe 
music was incredible. It 
made school bearable. 
There, you were accepted 
for who you were, no 
questions asked. We were 
just East End kids given a 
huge, free opportunity. We 
were taken to perform in 
some of London’s biggest 
concert venues, such as the 
Royal Albert Hall and the 
Royal Festival Hall. What an 
opportunity — and what a 
life-changing position we 
were in!’

Newham Academy of Music

From top right: Paul 2025; Paul 2nd left playing flute at the Academy, 
1981; Paul In Handel’s Aggrapina, 1986

The cast of Guys and Dolls, 2009



BARRY D’SOUZA 
(1978-1987) 
Violin/ Piano 
Birmingham and Portugal

Barry began his career with the Orchestra 
of the Welsh National Opera before 
becoming Principal Viola and later 
Assistant Conductor of Portugal’s 
Orquestra do Norte. He went on to 
serve as Artistic Director for the 
Associação de Música da Câmara 
do Alentejo, Director of the 
Birmingham Youth Music Action 
Zone, and Pathway Coordinator 
and Lecturer for Community 
Music at the Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire. He now teaches 
leadership and management at 
the Open University.

Newham Academy of Music

ROB MAY 
(1979- 1985) 
Violin/ Piano 
Brackley, Northants

MOBO Award-winning composer and producer,  
Rob has worked with artists including Honeyz,  
Alesha Dixon and Lulu. He produced Platinum  
selling Three Little Birds for Connie Talbot,  
topping the US Billboard Hot Sales chart. His 
TV credits include Good Morning Britain, Piers 
Morgan Uncensored and Peston. Rob has 
composed official themes for the Vancouver 
Winter Olympics, UEFA Euro Qualifiers and 
FIFA Women’s World Cup, as well as music for 
ITV’s coverage of Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral and 
the Coronation of King Charles III. He co-founded 
Community Albums, a charity that develops people 
and gives communities a voice through music and 
media. One of the charity’s studios is in Newham.

’My parents wouldn’t have been able to afford 
music lessons. To be able to access all the free 
services the Academy offered, gave me an outlet 
for my creativity. I found my tribe and discovered 
my vocation in life. It has given me a rewarding 
career but more importantly, the chance to be able 
to understand how music can empower, unite, heal, 
inspire and bring about positive change.’

‘Everything in my career can been traced back 
to Newham Academy: the way the teachers 
inspired us and the way they got us to believe 
we could do things - we were from the East 
End of London - none of our parents could 
afford music lessons, and in fact why were we 
doing music? It just increased our chance of 
being bullied! We were taught resilience, we 
were taught creativity —whatever it is you do, 
you do it with love and passion. My career was 
never about making money, it was always about 
making a difference — always — and that’s what 
the Academy ingrained into so many of us.’

From the top: Rob at Angel Studios, Islington 2006; Home
Studio, 2025; Newham Youth Orchestra 1984; Community
Albums, Beats Working Project, East Ham 2025; Community 
Albums, Hope Studio Project, Kampala, Uganda, 2019.

From left: Barry 2025;
Rob 2nd back on the
right and Barry 3rd  
back on the left,1984



STEVE WOODS 

(1966-1975) 
Violin/ Piano  
Tasmania, Australia

After graduating from the  
Guildhall School of Music, 
Steve became Head of Strings 
at the world-renowned Dulwich 
College Prep School. His career 
then took him to Hong Kong, where 
he served as a chaplain and mentor for 
recovering addicts. He spent time in New 
South Wales at Capernwray Bible School, 
working as Dean of Students and Musical 
Director, before a return to Hong Kong where he 
taught violin to street kids. He later moved to Western 
Australia to serve as both educator and chaplain at the 
Christian Aboriginal School. Steve now lives in  
Tasmania, where he works as a chaplain  
and teacher.

‘What the Academy did, it did naturally 
because its heart was in the right place – 
people loved music, and there was a real 
buzz about it. I looked up to the older 
players having so much fun and thought, 
‘That’s what I want to be’. It wasn’t just 
Saturday mornings – there were lovely 
foreign trips and the annual visit to Maria 
Grey College, where we’d socialise while 
learning music. And that’s what held me 
together. In the East End, relationships 
aren’t always easy, but at the Academy 
you were with like-minded people who 
understood you and became your cheer 
squad. And that got me through some 
difficult years.’

Newham Academy of Music

Clockwise from top: Steve 1995; Newham Academy Music Scholar
badge, 1974; Stratford Express News Article 1975; Aboriginal Art  
from the Aboriginal Musical, 2023 

‘My Dad was a docker, my Mum a machinist - I 
should have been a lorry driver, but for some 
reason I became a violinist and it has taken 
me all the way around the world and back. I’m 
nothing special on the violin, but the gift is who 
I am -  I have been able to make the most of it, 
which is an East End trait. No-one would expect 
something like the Newham Academy of Music 
to exist in the East End but because it did, it 
managed to connect, nuture and  produce an 
amazing generation of musicians.’

Meeting Princess Anne at the Lord Mayor’s annual banquet, 1993

Below: Aboriginal Musical Band 2023; Teaching Street Kids in Hong Kong, 2017



ROBERT ANDREWS 
(1979-1984) 
Cornet/ Trumpet/ Tuba 
Telford, Shropshire

Robert dedicated 28 years to the British 
Army, rising to Band Sergeant Major with 
the Band and Bugles of The Rifles. He also 
served with the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment, 
Royal Tank Regiment Cambrai Band, 
Lowland Band of the Scottish Division, and 
Band of the Army Air Corps. His career 
spanned the globe, performing in concerts, 
marching displays, ensembles, and pop 
groups. He served as a medic in war zones 
and contributed to hearts and minds 
projects in Northern Ireland and Kosovo. 
Notable highlights include enduring −25°C 
at a German medals parade and changing 
the guard at Buckingham Palace and 
Windsor Castle.

‘Without the academy  
I would not have had 
the career and life I 
have had. I also met 
friends for life.’

REBECCA BAILEY 
(1962-1967) 
Violin/ Piano 
Powys, Wales

After graduating from the Guildhall School  
of Music, Rebecca began her career as a session 
violinist in London, performing across the city for 
several years. She went on to teach with the Inner 
London Education Authority and the Tower Hamlets 
String Project, before spending time in New Zealand, 
both teaching and performing. Now based in a small 
village near Powys, Wales, she offers one-to-one 
violin tuition from her home.

‘The Academy was absolutely wonderful — glorious; 
it gave me a chance at life and saved me from I 
dread to think what. I stayed friends with my teacher 
and precious mentor, Pat McEllister until the day she 
died. I still have her photograph - 
the one that hung in 
the first room at the 
bend in the staircase 
at the academy - on 
my wall.’

Newham Academy of Music

Clockwise from top: Band Sergeant Major of the Band 
and Bugles of the Rifles, 2011; Junior Leaders Regiment, 
1986; Army Air Corp 2008; Changing of the Guard 2008

Clockwise from top: Rebecca at home, near Powys 2025; Teaching
at St Clement Danes school, Drury Lane 1987; Rebecca,1965

‘We were working class 
and I didn’t pay anything 
for my learning, so I always 
felt I had a duty to put 
something back into the 
society that taught me.’



JOHN DEEMER
(1972-1978) 
Tuba 
Basingstoke, Hampshire

After university, John worked as a  
session musician on cruise ships out of 
Miami and Rio de Janeiro. Returning to London, 
he played bass for the Jack Hawkins, Johnny 
Howard, and Denny Wise dance bands, and for Jewish 
bandleaders Mosher Tamir and Danny Shine. With residencies 
in Iranian nightclubs, he became the go-to bassist for visiting 
Iranian and Armenian artists from the US. He is Musical Director 
for renowned international artist Najma Akhtar and has performed 
for troops in Northern Ireland, the Falklands, Bosnia, and the Gulf. 
Theatre credits include Uptown Joel. He leads his own 17-piece 
swing band, The Remix Jazz Orchestra.

The Academy was such a good grounding and set me up for a 
working life as a musician. It was just a lovely environment for 
making music. I can remember being up late one night at one  
of the residential trips we went on, and just playing with a couple  
of the teachers. They were just showing me how to play trad jazz. 
They had endless time and patience for you. It was a lovely  
place to go and I looked forward to Saturday mornings.’

KAREN TRAVIS NEE LITTLE 
(1968-1979) 
Violin/ Piano 
Chelmsford, Essex

Karen began teaching violin while at university. 
After completing her PGCE, she taught music 
in schools in Upton Park and Feltham before 
becoming Head of Music at Windsor Girls’ High 
School. After having a family she taught violin and 
piano from home alongside teaching part- time at 
Moulsham High School.

‘The Academy had a huge impact on me.  
I learned so much—not just instruments, music 
theory, orchestra, and choir, but I also made great 
friends and wonderful memories. I learned patience, 
persistence, not to be phased if things went wrong, 
the value of good friendships, and how to work as 
part of a team. I also learned to communicate with 
people from all kinds of backgrounds. It was a real 
mixture of kids, and I don’t ever remember hearing  
a bad word—no nastiness. We all loved what we were 
doing, and doing it together. That’s something  
I think kids miss out on today.’

Newham Academy of Music

From top: Karen, 2025;
Karen 1969; With the
Piano Award and the
Keith Gurry String
Award, presented by
teacher, Margaret Kay
1977

From Top:  
John, 2025;  
John, 1976;

John centre, 1987;
Stratford Express 1978



MICHELE CHOWRIMOOTOO 
(1974-1981) 
Percussion 
Hackney, East London

Michele Chowrimootoo became a session 
drummer, working with many acts in the Punk 
and New Wave scenes, including Cyndi Lauper, 
The Gymslips, and The Deltones. Later in life, 
she earned a degree in Digital Arts and went on to 
work as a music producer, tutor, and sound engineer.

In recent years, Michele brought her skills into the 
community, working with St Mungo’s homeless organisation 
and Islington Mind. She now plays percussion with the 
Hackney Community Orchestra and visits schools with the 
music and storytelling project, Everyday Magic. She also 
plays drums for emerging artist Ms Ray.

‘The biggest impact of the Academy was free lessons! I 
wouldn’t have achieved anything without it. I wouldn’t 
have played music or earned a living doing what I love, 
so I feel incredibly lucky. It gave me not only an income 
but also shaped who I am today. As a child, I was inward, 
shy, and lacking in confidence, unable to speak to anyone. 
Engaging with others who shared my passion for music 
proved invaluable. That experience now inspires my work 
on mental health projects. Removing barriers to free music 
is vital for people’s wellbeing.’

Newham Academy of Music

COLIN WALLER 

(1964-1972) student 
(1976-1985) teacher 
Horn/ Percussion 
Brixham, Devon

Colin returned to Newham Academy where 
he became Head of Light Music, conducting 
the Jazz Orchestra and Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, as well as establishing the Academy 
recording studio. He later became a peripatetic music 
teacher in Essex. Moving to Devon, he served as Director 
of Music and Worship at Upton Vale Baptist Church and 
Conductor at Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. 
Throughout his career, Colin worked as a freelance player  
and published composer, a highlight being the premiere  
of his choral work at the Royal Albert Hall.

‘The impact on my life has been immense — there was 
nowhere else like it. It took this boy and made a musician 
out of him. They saw something in me that no one else did, 
because I was hopeless at everything else. I love telling 
kids that music offers something unique. It gives you social, 
maths, and artistic skills, plus an appreciation for life, art, 
and the wider world. The Academy shaped me as a student 
musician, supported me as an emerging educationalist,  
gave me experiences I could never have imagined,  
lifelong friends, and even introduced me to my  
wife, then Pauline Powell.’

From top: Colin,
2025; Colin and

Pauline 1970; Colin
and the All Souls
Orchestra, 2013;

Conductor with the
Royal Navy, 2015

Clockwise from top: Michele, 2025; With new drum 
kit,1979; With percussionist, James Blades OBE at 

the Academy – Michele far right, Colin standing 3rd 
from right; In concert at NewhamTown Hall, 1980;  

On tour 1990’s



Newham Academy of Music

KAREN TWEDDLE 
NEE TERRY 
(1971-1982) 
Violin/ Piano  
Gidea Park, Essex

After graduating from Guildhall, Karen 
became a soloist and leader of several top 
orchestras, including the New Mozart Players, 
and played under the baton of Leonard Bernstein. 
She taught music and strings for decades, including 
over 20 years with the London Symphony Orchestra’s 
education outreach programme. Career highlights 
include performing for royalty at Windsor Castle, 
and with children at Abbey Road and the 2012 
Olympics. She has organised festivals, composed, 
arranged, and directs the YMCA orchestra. In 2020 
she became Principal of Havering Music School. 
She earned a Mayor’s Civic Award and is a 2025 
Music Inspiration finalist. 

KAREN SURRIDGE  
NEE PARKER 
(1972-1982) 
Violin/ Piano 
Corringham, Essex

As a student, Karen ran the Junior Strings 
Saturday morning sessions at the Academy 
while completing her PGCE at Trent Park, 
earning a QTS in music. She then became a 
peripatetic string teacher for Southend Music, 
rising to the position of Principal String Teacher 
for Essex Music Service.

In 2014, she returned to Newham as a class 
music specialist at Vicarage Primary School. 
Every year since she has secured free 
funded instrumental lessons for children 
in violin, keyboard, and woodwind. 
She also remains actively involved 
in performing and tutoring with the 
Southend Training Orchestra.

‘The Academy changed my life.  
My passion for music comes 
through everything I do.’

From above left: Karen, 2025; Karen, 1986

‘I’m lucky to be doing the job I 
do and to have had the life I’ve 
had – and I wouldn’t have had 
either without music. It gave me 
a goal and the ambition to give 
back what I was given, and I’m 
absolutely passionate about that.

‘I love my role at Havering Music School 
because it represents music for all in the 
local community. I’ve been lucky enough 
to have been given an incredible gift, 
so why wouldn’t I pass it on? It’s really 
fundamental to me.’

Karen Tweddle (middle) 
and Karen Surridge 
(2nd left) 1981

‘I don’t know where I’d be without the 
opportunities the Academy gave me. I 
showed a bit of flair for the recorder in 
infants, and Miss Clarke put me forward 
— that’s what I do now. If I see a child with 
a spark, a bit of potential I think, ‘Yeah, 
you need to be stretched,’ so I put them 
forward for free lessons. That’s how I 
started, and I don’t want cost to stop any 
child. Good old Miss Clarke, and good 
old Newham Academy of Music.’


