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“SO SO PROUD TO BE PART OF THIS.  
I’VE BEEN PART OF THE CHOIR FOR A 
LONG TIME AND TO NOW BE RUNNING 
THE SESSION IS INCREDIBLE. EACH AND 
EVERY MEMBER BRINGS SO MUCH AND 
THEY SHINE EVERY TIME.”

“WATCHING THE 2 CHOIRS GROW WITH 
CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN AN ABSOLUTE JOY 
TO BE PART OF. I CAN’T WAIT TO SEE WHAT 
THE COMING MONTHS AND YEARS BRING...”
Lacey LeonardLacey Leonard,,  
CA choir leaderCA choir leader

“WHAT YOU’RE DOING AT COMMUNITY 
ALBUMS SEEMS PRETTY REVOLUTIONARY.”
Esther McPherson, Esther McPherson,   
Social WorkerSocial Worker

“THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE 
WORK WITH B AND E. WE SHARED B’S 
SONG WITH THE SCHOOL AND THERE 
WAS SUCH A LOVELY RESPONSE. E’S 
CONFIDENCE HAS REALLY IMPROVED 
AS WELL. WHEN I SHARED E’S SONG 
WITH HER CLASS, YOU COULD SEE 
THE PRIDE ON HER FACE. SHE IS NOW 
TAKING A LEADING ROLE IN OUR 
PERFORMING ARTS PERFORMANCE AND 
THIS IS FROM SOMEONE WHO WOULD 
REGULARLY FREEZE WHEN ASKED TO DO 
SOMETHING!”
Billy AllgoodBilly Allgood,,  
SENCOSENCO
Gallon’s Primary SchoolGallon’s Primary School

“THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU FOR THE 
PATIENCE YOU’VE SHOWN WITH M, AND 
FOR GIVING HER THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
BE A PART OF SOMETHING SHE LOVES 
AND WHERE SHE CAN JUST ENJOY 
SOMETHING AND BE HERSELF. I CAN SEE 
IT’S HELPED HER IMMENSELY AND GIVEN 
HER SOMETHING TO FOCUS ON. HER 
BEHAVIOUR AND MOOD HAVE REALLY 
IMPROVED, SHE’S STOPPED GOING OUT 
WITH FRIENDS THAT ARE BAD INFLUENCES 
AND HELPS AROUND THE HOUSE A LOT 
MORE. SHE’S EVEN MANAGED TO TURN 
HER SLEEPING PATTERN AROUND THE 
LAST FEW DAYS.”
Mum of participantMum of participant
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“IN NEWHAM WE HAVE FOUND A LACK 
OF ACTIVITIES FOR TEENAGERS WHO 
HAVE ADDITIONAL NEEDS. MANY OF THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE WE WORK WITH HAVE 
A SINCERE LOVE OF MUSIC. IT HAS BEEN 
WONDERFUL TO BE ABLE TO REFER 
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO COMMUNITY 
ALBUMS. PARENTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
HAVE INFORMED ME THAT THEY 
ABSOLUTELY LOVE THE SESSIONS THEY 
ATTEND AND IT IS OF GREAT BENEFIT TO 
THEIR WELL-BEING. THE MUSIC STUDIO IS 
INCREDIBLE AND IT IS TAILORED TO THE 
SPECIFIC NEEDS OF THE YOUNG PERSON. 
I SINCERELY HOPE THIS PROJECT CAN 
CONTINUE AS IT IS HUGELY BENEFICIAL 
FOR OUR AMAZING YOUNG PEOPLE WITH 
LEARNING DISABILITIES IN NEWHAM.”
Jala Vally MamodeJala Vally Mamode,,  
Community Child Development Service MatronCommunity Child Development Service Matron

“WE HAVE WORKED WITH TWO COACHES FROM COMMUNITY 
ALBUMS TO PROVIDE AN AFTER SCHOOL CLUB FOR OUR 
STUDENTS. THEY HAVE BOTH BEEN INSPIRATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL. THE STUDENTS HAVE GAINED A GREAT EXPERIENCE 
IN LEARNING TO MAKE DIGITAL MUSIC AND RECORD LIVE MUSIC 
AND THOROUGHLY ENJOYED THE CLUB. MANY SIGN UP TERM 
AFTER TERM!”
Robyn Bissett, 
Community Learning Coordinator,
Chipping Norton School
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FROM THE CHAIR

The ‘music business’ uses music to entertain in order to The ‘music business’ uses music to entertain in order to 
make money and treats people as consumers. make money and treats people as consumers. 

At Community Albums we subvert this process and At Community Albums we subvert this process and 
bring our experience of the ‘music business’ to do bring our experience of the ‘music business’ to do 
the the real business of music. That is to send hearts the the real business of music. That is to send hearts 
soaring, helping to heal hurts and expressing feelings, soaring, helping to heal hurts and expressing feelings, 
memories and dreams. It can transform our outlook memories and dreams. It can transform our outlook 
from doom to delight and bring people together in from doom to delight and bring people together in 
powerful ways. powerful ways. 

It’s a privilege to watch vulnerable young people It’s a privilege to watch vulnerable young people 
finding a voice to describe their pain and struggles and finding a voice to describe their pain and struggles and 
their hopes and aspirations. And incredible to watch their hopes and aspirations. And incredible to watch 
elder people with dementia remembering every word elder people with dementia remembering every word 
of songs they learned as children. of songs they learned as children. 

Technology can help people work together across Technology can help people work together across 
cities and continents. And by involving and training cities and continents. And by involving and training 
people in the writing and production process, we equip people in the writing and production process, we equip 
them to continue using music and media to campaign them to continue using music and media to campaign 
for positive change in their communities and countries. for positive change in their communities and countries. 

Thank you for your support in putting a new song on so Thank you for your support in putting a new song on so 
many hearts and lips as we work together to see music many hearts and lips as we work together to see music 
transforming lives.transforming lives.

All together now…All together now…

DAVE MANN

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR



THEORY OF CHANGE

VISION
A world where each 
person’s voice and 

creativity heals, 
unites,empowers, 

inspires, influences 
and creates positive 

change. 

ACTIVITIES
Design bespoke 

projects

Facilitate 
participatory 
conversations 

around the issue 
faced

Deliver mobile 
studios

Run workshops 
teaching music 
and media skills

Produce films, 
songs and other 

music/media 
products

Promote the final 
product

Engage 
duty-bearers 

Facilitate learning 
and reflection

People trained

Variety of new 
skills learnt

Increased confi-
dence in express-

ing themselves

Increased ability 
to work together 

with others

Variety of 
engaging media 

products

Engaging mes-
sages for others

HOPE
An individual’s 

life direction has 
changed

A community 
has solved the 

challenge it was 
facing

PEACE
Violence ended 
(or did not start)

Reconciliation of 
divisions

EMPOWERED 
LIVES

Marginalised 
group no longer 

discriminated

Improved access 
or quality of 

public service

Changed percep-
tions

Changed attitudes

Changed 
confidence

Influenced leaders 
and duty-bearers

Negotiations for 
change

TARGET
GROUP

Communities in the 
UK and around 

the world

INPUTS
Partner’s 

expertise and 
existing 

programmes

Cutting edge 
music and 

media 
professionals

Proven 
development 
practitioners

High quality 
music and 

media 
equipment

MISSION
Working to see 
communities all 
over the world 

using music and 
media to share 

opinions, 
collaborate, and 

explore their 
creative potential 

together. 

STRATEGIC
FOCUS 1

BUILDING HOPE

STRATEGIC
FOCUS 2

BUILDING PEACE

STRATEGIC
FOCUS 3

BUILDING
EMPOWERED 

LIVES

GOAL
To build better 
communities by 
using music and 

media to create a 
positive change in 

their lives.

CHANGE AND IMPACT

SHORT 
TERM

LONG
TERM

MEDIUM
TERM

Someone has 
SPOKEN …

Together 
they’ve made a 
lasting change

Someone has 
HEARD …

Healing

Uniting
Creating positive 

change

Inspiring

Empowering

Influencing
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IN THE LAST YEAR ...
“SOMEONE HAS SPOKEN, SOMEONE HAS HEARD, 

SOMEONE HAS ACHIEVED”

SOMEONE HAS 
SPOKEN

SOMEONE HAS
HEARD

SOMEONE HAS
ACHIEVED

TOGETHER THEY WILL MAKE LASTING CHANGE

	● We have delivered 617 MUSIC AND MEDIA SESSIONS to build 

confidence and skills in all those who took part in them 

	● We have worked with 708 PARTICIPANTS through 15 

DIFFERENT PROJECTS to heal, unite, inspire and empower 

through music and media 

	● We have worked with participants aged between 6 and 80

	● Our participants have performed at 6 COMMUNITY CONCERTS, 

showcasing their musical skills and achievements

	● More than 80,000 PEOPLE have been directly engaged in 

watching or listening to the messages created in film or in song 

through targeted engagement in the UK

	● 36 young people have achieved 77 AQA AWARDS since working 

in our studio in London
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Upbeat London Upbeat London   

Upbeat London is Upbeat Banbury’s sister project 
and has been running for almost 2 years now. Just 
like Upbeat Banbury, it’s specifically aimed at young 
people who are finding school/college challenging, 
and also those who have special educational needs. 

Each session differs for each young person and largely 
depends on what they’d like to do and what they’re 
able to achieve. Often, the young people simply want 
to be recorded singing along to their favourite songs. 
They can take their recordings home and show friends 
and family. A number of young people have proudly 
had their music played to fellow classmates at school 
giving them a sense of pride in their achievements. 
Other young people enjoy learning songwriting, 
production and DJing skills, and develop transferable 
skills such as self discipline. Many gain an invaluable 
confidence that extends to their everyday life. 

Shari is one of the fabulous young people we see 
each week. When she first came to us she was quite 
unresponsive despite her mother’s efforts, had issues 
with wearing headphones and was very reticent to 
sing. We worked with her initially using percussion 
instruments and as she became used to these, she 
slowly started to sing. Now she happily comes to the 
sessions with a big smile, is always ready to sing and 
dance and has no issues putting on her headphones. 
This, of course, puts a big smile on our faces too! Her 
confidence in every day life has markedly increased 

as a result of the sessions. Below is a short film where 
Shari’s mum explains her journey and the impact the 
sessions have had on her life:

N is another of the young people we enjoy seeing each 
week. He has been referred by the local SEMH school.

Lucy, who leads the sessions says: 

“N has been new to the sessions this year. He’s 
comfortably taken to writing his own music with a 
great chorus line. I was told by his TA it’s rare to see him 
produce a paragraph in English class but in the studio 
he’s writing 2-3 verses! He’s such a great student with a 
great sense of humour. ”
 

EMPOWERTHE PHOENIX PROJECTEMPOWER

I LOVE SEEING HOW JUST 
A 30 MINUTE SESSION CAN 
PUT SUCH POSITIVITY IN 
SOMEONE’S DAY.”

LUCY, Music Practitioner 

Click to view the video ‘Shari’s Story’

https://www.communityalbums.com/upbeatlondon
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Banbury Studio and Upbeat Banbury   Banbury Studio and Upbeat Banbury   

Motivated by the positive feedback we’ve received 
about our London studio design, we decided to give 
our Banbury studio a make over. 

We opened this studio almost 5 years ago at The Hill 
Community Centre in Bretch Hill, Oxfordshire. We 
wanted to positively impact mental health and improve 
mental well-being in local children and young people, 
so using the music studio as a base, we began teaching 
music technology and instrument playing such as drums, 
guitar and keyboards. As well as learning instruments 
and technical skills such as production and editing, the 
young people also began to learn transferable skills such 
as teamwork and self-discipline which extended beyond 
the studio and into their daily lives. This is still the case 
today, and more recently with funding from Children in 
Need, we’ve been able to expand and have the honour 
of witnessing the transformative impact of music in the 
lives of numerous young people.

Serena, who leads these sessions, says the revamp 
has been a positive step:

EMPOWEREMPOWER

SINCE CHANGING THE 
STUDIO WE’VE HAD 
REALLY GOOD FEEDBACK. 
EVERYONE IS VERY HAPPY 
WITH HOW IT LOOKS. THE 
LAYOUT IS MUCH BETTER 
AND IT’S MUCH MORE 
FUNCTIONAL.”
SERENA, Music Practitioner

New Projects Creating Local Jobs New Projects Creating Local Jobs 

It’s great when we meet local people on our projects 
who show potential and want to make a difference in 
their community.

We first met Dawn during lockdown when she 
joined us on one of our online projects and we 
quickly realised what a great musician she was. Fast 
forward a few years and we discovered she’s also 
got an amazing eye for editing films so we asked if 
she’d help us with a filming project we were working 
on with Greenwich University and their study into 
the issue of migrants with no recourse to public 
funds. Dawn readily agreed, and the film was shown 
at an event hosted by Bonny Downs Community 
Association, and attended by local MP, Sir Stephen 

Timms, numerous councillors and organisations as 
well as the amazing families from the study.
We were all so happy with Dawn’s work that she’s 
been well and truly welcomed into our CA family.

“It’s great to be able to invest in something that is so 
positively impacting the local community and we’re 
super pleased the young people like the upgrade! ”
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EMPOWEREMPOWER

Grimsbury Youth Club Grimsbury Youth Club 

Grimsbury Community Centre in Oxfordshire is a great 
place which brings the local community together. We 
started working with their youth group in the latter 
part of this year with generous funding from the Well 
Together Fund.

The children, all aged between 6 and 11, have been 
learning how to mix music on the DJ decks and how to 
produce music on the computers. The young people 
have shown a real passion for writing and recording 
raps, and we’ve produced and recorded 2 songs over 

Sunrise Multicultural Project Sunrise Multicultural Project 

Sunrise Multicultural Centre supports ethnic minority 
families in Banbury who are mainly of Pakistani 
descent. Their aim is to increase cultural awareness 
and integration within the community through 
workshops and projects. 

This year, we were delighted to collaborate with 
them and their Girls Group where we’ve been delving 
into different aspects of music and media. Funded 
by the Well Together Fund, each week we have the 
DJ controller set up and Jason has been teaching 
the girls how to mix different tracks. We’ve also 
been producing a wide array of musical genres on 
Logic X on the computer. The girls really enjoy vocal 
recording so we’ve recorded and edited several 

podcasts which have gone down a storm! From 
celebrity gossip to arranged marriages, all topics have 
been covered. The sessions are full of laughs and 
the girls have been really hands on in their approach 
which is wonderful.

 Anila, youth worker, said: 

“Thank you for the sessions. The girls absolutely love 
them ! ” 

Ayesha, one of the participants continues: 

“This was a new experience for me and I had the best time, 
I can’t wait to do it again. When can we do it again ?  ”

this period. There was much excitement as Christmas 
approached as they wrote their own Christmas song.

Marc, who co-leads the sessions says: 

“The sessions at the youth club are great fun, really 
productive sessions filled with big energy and lots of 
laughter.”
We look forward to seeing these young people grow 
in their love for creating music and performing.
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EMPOWEREMPOWER
Nai’s HouseNai’s House

Nai’s House are an inspiring organisation that provide 
suicide prevention and holistic mental health support to 
young people under the age of 30. We feel honoured 
to have been partnering with them for 3 years now and 
we’re very pleased this could continue with funding 
from the UK Prosperity Fund and The Unlock Futures 
Fund from Bicester Village which both support local 
charities in creating projects that make a difference in 
the community.

We run both 1:1 ‘Upbeat’ and group ‘Music United’ 
sessions here, teaching around 20 young people how 
to play instruments. They start off learning individually 
and then, if they feel able to, they come together to 
form a group. This year, the young people have been 
learning about song writing and recording. 

Kane, who leads the sessions, explains: 

“We started with a theme and all young people 
contributed words, phrases and lyrics. The idea was 
that you can often say things in a song that might be 
difficult to talk about. We ended up with some very 
touching and personal words which were compiled 
into a song. The young people learned to play and sing 
the song and we all enjoyed recording it.”
 Have a listen to ‘Wishing Tree’, the song this 
fabulous bunch of young people produced.

NAI’S HOUSE GUEST 

Click here to listen to the trackClick here to listen to the track
‘Wishing Tree’‘Wishing Tree’

Kampala and Kamuli, Uganda Kampala and Kamuli, Uganda 

We have continued to support our partners at St 
Joseph’s studio in Kamuli and Hope studio in Kampala 
this year, remotely.

It’s always an honour and a privilege to mentor and 
guide talented people who have a heart and desire to 
see their communities change through the power of 
music and media. The work they are doing continues 
to inspire us as they continue to offer hope and 
transformation to the people they serve.

CA HAS REALLY HELPED 
WITH MY MENTAL 
HEALTH. I’VE FOUND 
PLAYING MUSIC HELPS 
TO SWITCH OFF PART 
OF MY BRAIN WHEN 
I’M THINKING TOO 
MUCH, AND IT GIVES ME 
SOMETHING POSITIVE TO 
FOCUS ON.”

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a97ejkpi2jni0vubxel1l/Wishing-Tree-Mix-V2.wav?rlkey=kaozwey7frbqh4fyk2uvzxzxi&dl=0 
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Sing Out Sing Out 
 
Studies have shown that singing in a choir gives us 
an emotional lift. Endorphins are released which 
in turn reduces stress and anxiety levels, and 
contributes to us feeling energised and uplifted. 
We’re always happy to start a new choir, so when The 
Hill Community Centre asked us to start a ‘Singing 
for Wellness’ group for older members of the 
community, we were super excited to begin!

With funding from Sanctuary Housing and Travis 
Perkins ‘Social Value Team’, ’Sing Out’ started 
earlier this year and is already following in its sister 
group, ‘Vocal Band’s’ footsteps in making a positive 
difference to all those that join in. 
One of the participants says:

“I went along to the second ‘Sing Out for Wellness’ 
session this afternoon and it was absolutely brilliant! 
I went along for the hour of singing but you’re 
welcome to go earlier for a light lunch before the 

Vocal Band Vocal Band 
 
Vocal Band is our weekly intergenerational choir 
for residents of Bretch Hill, Banbury. We’ve been 
running the choir for 9 years now at The Hill 
Community Centre. It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
the local community to meet up and sing songs that 
bring hope and have positive messages. 
Lacey, who leads the choir says: 

“I’ve been part of the choir for a long time and to now 
be running the session is incredible. Each and every 
member brings so much and they shine every time. ”
As well as weekly rehearsals, the choir also get 
together to record songs in our recording studio. 
In addition to appreciating Vocal Band’s vocalists, 
it’s been lovely seeing some of the young people 
becoming music recording engineers for the 
sessions. They’ve been learning from our CA 

producers and gradually taking more responsibility 
as their knowledge and skills increase. 
Lorraine, Community Development Manager, says 
the impact of joining Vocal Band has been enormous 
for some: 

“There have been people that Vocal Band has made 
a real difference to in their life. They’ve come and 
they’ve had really low self esteem and really been in 
quite low mental health. Being part of Vocal Band 
and encouraging them and finding themselves again 
and feeling confident has really gone on to help them 
pursue their dreams.”
We’ve been very fortunate to receive funding from 
Sanctuary Housing and Travis Perkins ‘Social Value 
Team’ this year which has enabled Vocal Band to 
continue. We hope they carry on singing and making 
a positive difference in their community for many 
years to come!

UNITEVOCAL BANDUNITE
session. The lovely lady leading said she didn’t 
care what anyone’s singing ability was, just to sing 
really loud! There was no pressure or judgement, 
everyone just did their own thing. This is something 
a little out of my comfort zone but I am so pleased I 
went along. It was a warm and friendly group and I 
certainly came away feeling uplifted ”
It’s been great to see this new choir making such a 
positive difference in the local community.
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VOCAL BANDUNITEUNITE

Rusties  
 
Rusties is our programme for musicians over the age of 
50 who may be experiencing anxiety, loneliness and/
or isolation. With funding from The Mill Arts Centre 
and Cherwell District Council, musicians get together 
at The Mill Arts Centre in Banbury, Oxfordshire, to jam 
together and have some fun. Some bring their own 
instruments, others borrow ours but all are united in 
their love of music. For some of the participants it’s 

the only socialising they do all week so the sessions are 
really important and they’ve become a little family of 
their own. Some of the group have even set up their 
own band and play gigs in the community.
The project has been so transformative for the group, 
that we will be offering similar sessions at The Hill in 
Banbury early next year. We’re so excited to meet new 
musicians and see the amazing power of music work in 
their lives too.

Festivals and Community Events Festivals and Community Events 

It’s always a highlight of our year to see our 
participants’ hard work pay off when they perform at 
a festival or community event. Quite often, the people 
we work with have never performed before, and 
playing or singing in front of an audience is a massive 
achievement for them. For some, the journey to reach 
this stage is hugely transformative and a testament 
to the incredible power of music in their lives. We’re 
always hugely proud of each and every person. We 
might even shed a happy tear or two watching them!

#BeNice Festival  #BeNice Festival  
 
It was so good to see the amazing Nai’s House Band 
returning to the #BeNice Festival in Bicester this summer 
and performing a range of songs. They did brilliantly and 
we’re so proud of this amazing bunch of young people 
and all they continue to achieve.

We also enjoyed showing aspiring young DJs how to use 
the decks, and it was great to see the excitement and 
enjoyment that playing on the drums brought too!
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UNITEVOCAL BANDUNITE

Banbury  
 
We also had a wonderful time at our very own 
Christmas Concert at The Hill Community Centre in 
Banbury. The ‘Sing Out’ and ‘Vocal Band’ choirs both 
sang songs to another packed out audience and the 
young people from ‘Upbeat’ did fantastically well 
playing songs on the drums and guitar they’d learnt 
with Serena who leads the sessions. It was particularly 
good to see the teenagers thoroughly enjoying 
themselves and everyone being so supportive of each 
other. Click on the arrow to see some of the highlights.

Click to view video of the ‘Christmas 
Concert at The Hill Community Centre’

Chalgrove Chalgrove 

We were delighted to see and hear some of the 
young people from Nai’s House take part in an 
annual Christmas community concert in Chalgrove, 
Oxfordshire this year. The venue was packed and the 
Nai’s House Band did brilliantly performing a set of 
songs including their own song ‘Wishing Tree’.

Simon, CA Co-Founder explains how valuable 
performing at events like this one can be: 

“Performing in this way can have a profound impact 
on self-esteem, helping the young people become 
more confident and assured in expressing themselves. 
By sharing a deeply personal and meaningful song 
like Wishing Tree, the participants were able to 
communicate complex and difficult emotions in a 
powerful and creative way.
For friends, family, and the wider community 

who attended, witnessing a performance that 
addresses such sensitive topics can spark meaningful 
conversations, fostering greater understanding, 
empathy, and support within families and friendship 
groups.”

Christmas ConcertsChristmas Concerts

SCYPS Family Fun Day SCYPS Family Fun Day 

It was really lovely to be invited to the Specialist Children 
and Young People’s Services fun day in Stratford, East 
London this August and give people a taste of what we 
do in our one-to-one sessions. Young people were able 
to have a go on the drums and were shown some of 
the things they could do on the DJ decks. It was great 
to have Harrison, one of the young people from our 
Beats Working cohort, leading the way on the decks and 
showing the young people how much fun making music is!

Rob,CA Co - Founder says: 

“It was wonderful to spend some time with our 
partners at SCYPS and to see so many people enjoying 
making music together.”

https://vimeo.com/1041841449
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Oxfordshire Hospital SchoolOxfordshire Hospital School
 
We’ve been working with the amazing children at the 
Oxfordshire Hospital School for 8 years now. We love 
being able to join the children on the wards and offer 
them the chance to connect with music. Depending 
on what the young people would like to do, this 
could be making digital music on laptops, playing 
instruments or singing with Kane, who brings his 
guitar and enjoys a good jamming session with the 
young people. Kane says: 

“We’ve had some excellent participatory sessions 
where children, parents, nurses and teachers have 
all joined in singing on the ward and provided some 
momentary relief from everything going on for these 
families.” 

Chipping Norton School  
 
For one of our team members, he is literally going 
back to school when teaching at Chipping Norton 
School’s music club as he used to be a pupil there! 
Marc teaches all aspects of digital music, from music 
production to recording vocals, live instruments 
and everything in between. With CNS school having 
a recording studio, Marc has been able to record 
not just vocals and instruments but interviews and 
podcasts too. The pupils are great to work with, 
very eager to learn and hands on in all forms of 
production and recording. 

One of the pupils, Sennen, says: 

“I love the fact we have lots of freedom to make the 
type of music that we like’.”
Marc continues: “I absolutely love the CNS sessions, 
the pupils are so engaged and always wanting to get 

stuck in to recording vocals, whether it be singing, 
rapping or recording podcasts & interviews. They are 
a great set of pupils to work with and the sessions 
always leave a smile on my face.”
As with many of our team members, we love that 
Marc has found his passion for music, made a 
professional career out of it and, working alongside 
his professional career, returned to his community to 
pass on that passion and expertise to others.

THE CLUB CONTINUES TO 
BE WELL LOVED BY THE 
STUDENTS, WE ARE SO 
LUCKY TO BE ABLE TO 
OFFER THEM THIS GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY ”
ROBYN BISSETT, Community Learning Coordinator,  Chipping Norton School

INSPIREINSPIRE

Over the course of the year we’ve worked with over 
100 young people. The sessions often help them to 
express complex emotions such as fear, frustration, 
and anger and we feel very privileged to experience 
the healing power of music with them.

“It gives me lots of creative spark. ”Ben, pupil 

“I love everything about it, best club ever! ”Henri, pupil 

“I love making my own songs in the recording studio. ” 
Tegan, pupil
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INSPIREINSPIRE
Beats Working Beats Working 

It’s always good to see young people excited about 
music and wanting to further their hobby into a career. 
One of our aims moving forward is to identify talented 
young people from our existing projects and from our 
local partners, and take them to the next level in terms of 
professional engagement and employability prospects. 
We’ve therefore been super excited to start our ‘Beats 
Working’ project this year which is doing exactly this!

‘Beats Working’ is supported by Amplify London and 
primarily for young people in Newham aged 14-21. 
Led and mentored by our very own music industry 
professionals, the cohort have been working together 
to write and record a song in our London studio. 
The talented young people have been learning 
composition and production techniques, and taken 
through the process of writing and recording their 
song. The course runs until Easter ’25 so plenty of 
time to carry on perfecting their song, learning about 
the mixing stages and mastering the final track. In 
addition to writing and recording, they will learn and 
actively experience not only the creative process and 
technical skills needed to make a record but they’ll 
also learn about the discipline needed to succeed in 
the music industry. They will have a day’s session at 
legendary AIR studios in North London with world 
famous session drummer, Andy Gangadeen, who 
currently plays with Chase and Status. Andy will play 
drums on the song as well as offering insight into 
working as a session musician. Sound engineer Kevan 
Gallagher who has worked alongside Ronan Keating 
and Annie Lennox amongst many others will also be at 

BEATS WORKING HAS NOT 
ONLY BEEN AN INCREDIBLE 
EXPERIENCE FOR ALL 
INVOLVED, BUT A GENUINE 
LIFELINE FOR SOME. TO BE 
ABLE TO BE CREATIVE WITH 
OTHER LIKE MINDED YOUNG 
PEOPLE HAS SEEN TANGIBLE 
MENTAL HEALTH BENEFITS, 
AS WELL AS OPENING THE 
DOOR TO POTENTIAL WORK 
OPPORTUNITIES.” 
ROB, Co-Director

the studio. Kevan will show the group the mechanics 
of recording, mixing and editing the song. A trip to 
LMA university where they can see what music degree 
courses are on offer should the young people wish to 
study further, is also in the diary for January ’25.

When finished, the song will be shared online to a 
wider audience. It’s a very catchy song that we can’t 
stop humming so keep an eye on our social media for 
its release. We can’t wait! 
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Hold Onto The Future

Living Well Heritage Project Living Well Heritage Project 
We had a great few days interviewing and filming 20 
local people and helping to tell the incredible 25 year 
story of Bonny Downs Community Association for an 
exhibition that was held this year.

It was really special to hear how the community has 
grown and developed over the years and we were so 
happy to play a part in the celebrations.

AQAs AQAs 
Many of the young people we work with are either 
excluded from school, school refusers or on a reduced 
timetable so gaining recognised qualifications isn’t 
always easy for them. 

Being an approved centre for AQA’s Unit Award 
Scheme in both Oxfordshire and London has been a 
really useful way to allow young people to engage 
with learning and have their achievements formally 
recognised. Each time a new unit of learning is 
successfully completed, students are rewarded with a 
certificate. Many of our young people have successfully 

completed several units enabling them to build up 
a portfolio of certificates to evidence their skills, 
knowledge and experience. 

Jan, Operations Manager, explains further: 

“These educational achievements are great for 
boosting confidence, increasing engagement and 
improving motivation, and it’s always an absolute 
highlight to see how proud the students are to receive 
their certificates and get recognition for the work 
they’ve achieved in their sessions.” 

INSPIREINSPIRE

IT’S ALWAYS AN ABSOLUTE 
HIGHLIGHT TO SEE HOW 
PROUD THE STUDENTS 
ARE TO RECEIVE THEIR 
CERTIFICATES AND GET 
RECOGNITION FOR THE 
WORK THEY’VE ACHIEVED.”
JAN, Operations Manager 

Click to view video of the 
‘Living Well Heritage Project’

https://www.communityalbums.com/livingwell
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We currently have 1 member of staff and 2 volunteers who work towards core operational activities, and a group of We currently have 1 member of staff and 2 volunteers who work towards core operational activities, and a group of 
14 incredibly gifted musicians, filmmakers and producers who help us deliver activities with participants. Paid hours 14 incredibly gifted musicians, filmmakers and producers who help us deliver activities with participants. Paid hours 
of work equate to approximately 48% of the time required to deliver projects successfully. 52% of the total time of work equate to approximately 48% of the time required to deliver projects successfully. 52% of the total time 
required to deliver projects is completed on a voluntary basis. required to deliver projects is completed on a voluntary basis. 

We are grateful to those who give up their time to support our ambition and achievements as a charity, and are We are grateful to those who give up their time to support our ambition and achievements as a charity, and are 
working hard to ensure that funds are raised for more staff to support project delivery. working hard to ensure that funds are raised for more staff to support project delivery. 

*If you would like full details of our charity finances, please feel free to download our organisation’s *If you would like full details of our charity finances, please feel free to download our organisation’s 
audited accounts from the Charity Commission website.audited accounts from the Charity Commission website.

FINANCIALFINANCIAL REPORT

PROJECT EXPENDITURE

2024 2023 2022 2021 2020

Income 95,414 72,112 107,624 75,849 97,702

Expenditure 113,979 104,637 89,149 72,833 73,292

Reserves Held 7,069 11,628 12,092 8,921 4,917



TRUSTEES AND STAFF
Many thanks to our trustees who have guided our work throughout the year.

 TRUSTEES

David Mann, Chair

Dave Pilkington, Vice-Chair

Dave Newman, Safeguarding Officer

Irini Pantelidou, Secretary 

Peter Laing, Treasurer

Chrispin Phiri

Many thanks to our staff and freelance project practitioners - professional musicians, filmmakers and producers, 
who have implemented the work throughout the year. 

 STAFF

Simon Hill, Director and Co-Founder

  Rob May, Director and Co-Founder

Jan Sheldon, Operations Manager

Lesley Lane, Bookkeeper

FREELANCE AND PROJECT CONSULTANTS: 

Alle Pearse (Music)

 Corma Holmes (Film) 

Dawn Smith  (Music and Film)

Jason Byfield (Music)

Kane Chamberlain (Music) 

Lacey Leonard (Music) 

Lucy Randell (Music) 

Marc Clifton (Music) 

Serena Donnelly (Music) 

Taku Munonyara (Music)

Toby Sheldon (Graphic Design) 
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THE COMMUNITY ALBUMS DISTINCTIVE

CONTACT US

The Well Community Centre, 49 Vicarage Lane, 
East Ham, London, E6 6DQ

Email: jan@communityalbums.com

www.communityalbums.com

We understand that music and media has a far greater 
value than just entertainment or commercial return. We 
believe that music and media has the power to empower, 
inspire, heal, unite and bring about positive change.
Each project we deliver is unique. They are all:

LIFE CHANGING  - designed to empower individuals

VITAL  - excellent in quality
 
FORWARD LOOKING  - designed to produce a positive 
outcome in communities

We are passionate about changing communities through 
music and media. 

FIND OUT MORE

      Community Albums

 @communityalbums

  @communityalbums

  vimeo.com/user11315378 

          Community Albums

Registered UK Charity: 1140485

WHY NOT GET INVOLVED AND BUILD 
BETTER COMMUNITIES WITH US?
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https://www.facebook.com/CommunityAlbums/
https://twitter.com/CommunityAlbums/status/1656293106394755074
https://www.instagram.com/communityalbums/?hl=en-gb
https://vimeo.com/user11315378
https://www.linkedin.com/company/community-albums/?originalSubdomain=uk


A BIG THANK YOU TO:

Individual supporters, who have given their encouragement, time and financial support.

Partner Organisations, who are delivering amazing programmes. We
are fortunate to work with them and play a small role in all they do:

Bonny Downs Community Association

CAMHS

Chipping Norton School

Eko Pathways School

East London NHS Foundation

Gallions Primary School

Grimsbury Youth Club

Nai’s House

Oxford Against Cutting

Oxfordshire Hospital School

Salesians of East Africa

St Joseph’s Vocational Training Centre

Specialist Children’s and Young People’s Service

Sunrise Multicultural Project

The Hill Youth and Community Centre

The Mill Arts Centre

University of Greenwich

Grantmakers and Other Organisations, who have supported us
with time, and financial support.

Axis Foundation

The Bartle Family Charitable Trust

Bicester Village

Charles S French Charitable Trust

Cherwell District Council

Children in Need

Community First Oxfordshire

Easyfundraising

Jordan & Company

London Music Fund

Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action

Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire Youth

Sanctuary Housing Association

Travis Perkins ’Social Value Team’

“Together we are building better communities through music and media““Together we are building better communities through music and media“
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FIND OUT MORE

      Community Albums

 @communityalbums

  @communityalbums

          vimeo.com/user11315378 

          Community Albums
 

Registered UK Charity: 1140485

https://www.facebook.com/CommunityAlbums/
https://twitter.com/CommunityAlbums/status/1656293106394755074
https://www.instagram.com/communityalbums/?hl=en-gb
https://vimeo.com/user11315378
https://www.linkedin.com/company/community-albums/?originalSubdomain=uk

